Epidermal growth factor excretion in burned rats.
Evidence for epidermal growth factor (EGF) involvement in the physiological response to burns was sought from urinary levels of EGF, urea and creatinine in male rats using a standardized thermal skin injury model (25 per cent body surface) and treated with fluid resuscitation. Postmortem, the skin lesions were studied by microscopy to guarantee the absence of inflammatory complications. Statistically significant differences were observed in body weight, urea and creatinine excretion when compared to the basal values. When EGF excretion results were evaluated as raw data (expressed as ng/mg of creatinine or ng/day) compared to basal levels, no statistically significant differences were observed. However, when the results were expressed as percentage increases with respect to the basal values, a statistically significant increase was found over the first 7 days postinjury (P = 0.029).